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News Release 

May 12, 2022 

Contact: Gen. (ret.) Lloyd Newton, Board Chair, 813-777-6405, lloydnewton@polaristech.org  

 

New Board of Directors set for 

Polaris Tech Charter School after election 
 

Polaris Tech staff and enrolled families voted May 10-11 to elect a new board of directors at the 

Ridgeland charter school as it grows next year to serve all grades, kindergarten through graduation. 

The newly-elected board will work closely with Executive Director Dr. Fred Hunter and his staff to 

help students at the free state charter school prepare for careers and college.  

Elected members include incumbents Robert Norwood, Dr. Catherine Smith and Roger “Rusty” 

Sullivan. Appointed to the Polaris Tech board are Nancy Carter, newcomer Larry Kulick, and Cary 

Schoener. All will serve two-year terms. 

Polaris Tech is a state-approved charter school serving fifth grade through high school students from 

Jasper County and the Lowcountry. It is a free school (no tuition), that focuses on preparing young 

people for successful work and college. Student applications for grades 5-12 still are available for the 

coming school year at www.polaristech.org.  

For the 2023-24 school year, Polaris Tech will grow to serve students in grades K-4 in a new building 

expected to start construction this summer. Families of enrolled students will get preference when 

applications open for the younger grades. 

The new member of the Polaris Tech Board of Directors is Larry Kulick of Bluffton. He spent 35-plus 

years in public and private accounting, concluding as Chief Financial Officer of a New York State 

Public Water Authority. His background includes writing accounting procedures and guiding a public 

water authority through multimillion dollar bond financing. He graduated from the University of 

Miami (Florida) with a degree in accounting and is a Certified Public Accountant in New York State 

and South Carolina. 

Also earning seats were: 

• Robert Norwood is the Treasurer of the Board and is a retired insurance executive. During his 

35 plus years in the insurance industry, he held senior management positions on both the 
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company and brokerage sides of the business.  He is a cum laude graduate of Stanford 

University and has served Polaris Tech since the school opened. He lives in Bluffton. 

 

• Dr. Catherine Smith is a seasoned career educator with 30 years of success in K-12 and 

university settings in teaching, school counseling and school administration.  She holds a 

Doctorate in education administration from California Coast University, her Master’s in school 

and community counseling and Bachelor’s in business, both from Salem State University. Dr. 

Smith has served Polaris Tech since it opened and lives in Bluffton. 

 

• Roger “Rusty” Sullivan is an EMS/firefighter with Colleton County, South Carolina. He also 

serves as a Youth Pastor and volunteers with the Civil Air Patrol. He is a graduate of Fort 

Dorchester High School in North Charleston, SC, and completed the National Registry 

Emergency Medical Technician Course. He lives in the Walterboro area and his children attend 

Polaris Tech. 

 

• For 38 years Nancy Carter, the Board’s secretary, worked in public education for Colleton 

County School District in South Carolina. She taught elementary and middle school, and  

worked as an assistant principal, principal, curriculum coach and in the Colleton District Office 

as the Director of Elementary Education. She holds a Master’s degree in elementary education 

and a Bachelor’s in business administration from the College of Charleston. She lives in the 

Walterboro area. 

 

• Cary Schoener has worked 28-plus years in the education arena.  He has served the public 

schools as a high school math teacher, building level leader, and district level administrator.  

After leaving the public schools, he worked for educational organizations including NWEA 

(which gives the MAP assessment), the MIND Research Institute, and ACT (The College 

Entrance Exam).  He is a graduate of Clemson University and lives in Beaufort. 

The Polaris Tech academic emphasis is on six career areas, starting with: Aerospace, Health Sciences 

and Business Management. Polaris Tech continues to accept student applications for the upcoming 

school year for students in grades 5-12 at www.polaristech.org.  

The school is located on Grays Highway across from the Ridgeland Airport. Young people from 

Jasper, Colleton, Hampton and Beaufort counties attend. 

To keep updated about Polaris Tech Charter School, follow them on Facebook and at 

www.polaristech.org. For specific questions, email info@polaristech.org or call 843-645-0605. 
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