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Polaris Tech welcomes new leadership team 

as fresh school year approaches Aug. 16 
 

With Open House set for Aug. 12 and classes starting Aug. 16, Polaris Tech Charter School in 

Ridgeland welcomes an experienced new leadership team. 

Dr. Fred Hunter, a longtime educator from the Chicago area, came to Polaris Tech July 1 as executive 

director. One of his first acts was to promote Britton Scott, a navigator at the school since it opened, to 

the Director of Teaching and Learning. She was the school’s Teacher of the Year for 2019-2020. 

A few weeks later, he brought Fred Duda onto the leadership team as Director of Finance and 

Operations. 

“Together with the staff, we’ve already been working hard to prepare the school and the studios for a 

full return to in-person classes starting Aug. 16,” Hunter said. “We are excited about that, but we’ll 

still have in place procedures to help protect the health of our learners and navigators.” 

Britton Scott holds a Master of Arts in teaching secondary education from Georgia Southern 

University, where she collaborated on research about using online gaming tactics and techniques to 

boost learning in the science classroom. Before joining Polaris Tech in 2018 she taught science in the 

Savannah-Chatham County School District.  

“Ms. Scott knows this school, she knows the unique approach Polaris Tech takes to teaching and 

learning, and she has seen it from the classroom perspective,” Hunter said. “She is the ideal person for 

this new role and we’ve been working closely since I arrived.” 

Fred Duda is an experienced finance and operations executive, most recently working with Dorel 

Home Furnishings in Savannah. Prior to relocating to the Lowcountry, Duda worked as a controller, 

chief financial officer and other senior level positions for a variety of businesses in New England.  

He earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Jacksonville University College of Business 

Administration. 
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“We are fortunate to have someone with Mr. Duda’s background come join our team here,” Hunter 

said. “His depth of experience in finance, human resources and overall operations will be a big plus to 

us at Polaris Tech.” 

Polaris Tech is a state-approved charter school serving fifth grade through high school students from 

Jasper County and the Lowcountry. It is a free school (no tuition), that focuses on preparing young 

people for successful work and college.  

Families of students – and families interested in learning more about Polaris Tech – are invited to the 

Open House Thursday, Aug. 12, from 4-7 p.m. at the school, 1508 Grays Highway in Ridgeland.  

The Polaris Tech academic emphasis is on six career areas, starting with: Aerospace, Health Sciences 

and Business Management. Polaris Tech continues to accept student applications for the upcoming 

school year for students in grades 5-12 and families can apply online at www.polaristech.org.    

The recently-built school is located on Grays Highway across from the Ridgeland-Claude Dean 

Airport. Young people from Jasper, Colleton, Hampton and Beaufort counties attend and the first 

group of graduates earned Polaris Tech diplomas in June. 

To keep updated about Polaris Tech Charter School, follow them on Facebook and at 

www.polaristech.org. For specific questions, email info@polaristech.org or call 843-645-0605. 
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